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Inſcribed to the Supporters of the Bill of Rights. 


With Love of Freedom and Britannia fir'd, 
My ev'ry Thought by Zeal for them inſpir'd; 
Stranger to Fear, undaunted I'll oppoſe 

All who are mine, becauſe my Country's Foes. 


Page 9. 
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To THE 


SUPPORTERS OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS, 


THE ABLE, ZEALOUS, AND STEADY ASSERTORS 
0 F 
THOSE GLORIOUS PRIVILEGES, 
NEVER TO BE TOO HIGHLY VALUED, 
WHICH 80 PECULIARLY AND HAPPILY e 
THE ENGLISH NATION, 
FROM EVERY OTHER 1K EUROPE; 


— 


T. 11:8 o O (( q 


WITH EVERY SENTIMENT 
OF REAL AND UNFEIGNED RESPECT, i 
NSC RIB E D, 
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BY A LOVER OF FREEDOM AND OF 
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WHILST crouds aſpire to patriotic fame 
How ſmall the number who deſerve the name- 
Of Patriot, ſubje& of the muſe's lays - 

And well deſerving every muſe's praiſe; 

The venal herd who run the glorious race 

Are but ſtaunch Patriots till they get a place, 
Which once obtain'd whate'er they were before 
Thoſe worthy Patriots Patriots are no more, 
But plainly prove ſelf-intereſt was their aim, 

And all their patriotiſm an empty name. 

How much unlike is this degenerate crew 

To thoſe in better times Old England knew; | 
Who juſtly priz d their country's rights and laws 
And nobly periſh'd to defend her cauſe. 


Such 


1 
Such were the men, when with a wanton hand 
A Charles play d the tyrant o'er the land; 
Who greatly dar'd his lawleſs acts oppoſe 
And Britain ſav'd from its domeſtic foes. 
Hampden and Pim, whoſe fame ſhall always live, 
Accept what praiſe my feeble verſe can give, 
Your country's good was all you had in view, 
Your gen'rous minds no meaner object knew 
Than ſculptur'd ſtone, the free-born muſe's praiſe, 
More laſting trophies to your name can raiſe: 
She, in her candid, juſt, impartial page 
Will hand them down to each ſucceeding age; 
Whilft future times from your example learn $ ö 
Freedom's true value rightly to diſoern: 
That beſt of bleſſings ne'er too dear was bought, 
Without it, life 1s ſearcaly worth a thought; 5 
By all the great, by all the good admir d, 
By it, has every nobler breaſt been fir d: 
For it a Brutus ſhed his preeious blood, 
And Cato dy'd the wile, the juſt, the good. 
With equal beams of ſplendid glory ſhine, 
Ot Britiſh worthies, th' illuſtrious line; 


SHE, 
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628 
Men in whoſe breaſts a love of freedom glow'd, 
And in her cauſe a Roman ſpirit ſhew'd : 


Remembrance, grateful, urges me to tell, 
Martyr d for it, how gallant Raleigh fell: 
Sidney for it, reſign' d his gentle breath, 

Smil'd at the tomb and triumph'd over death: 
Great Ruſſel next, * infranchisd by the grave 


„He priz d his birth-right nor would live a flave.” 


Such men were theſe, nor ſhall a Wilkes's name 
Unnotic'd paſs, the Patriot my theme. 

When in their graves thy enemies ſhall rot, 
In life deteſted and in death forgot; 


Lov'd and eſteem d to death's cold arms betray'd, 


When you, even you, ſhall be to duft convey'd, 
And your free ſpirit gains that bliſsful ſnore 
Where your lamented Churchill's gone before, | 
Whom lov'd when living, mourned in his end, 
The world a poet and you loſt a friend: 

To him, by bonds of firmeſt friendſhip join'd, 
Such your accordant ſympathy of mind ; 

No ſep'rate joy, no ſep rate grief you knew, 
Whate'er was dear to him was dear to you : 


When 
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When you ſhall yield Fw any be far remov' d) 
To time's keen ſcythe, ſo wept and ſo belov d. 
ä Then ſhall not periſh your immortal name 
But live for ever conſecrate to fame 3 
Live with applauſe whilft Patriots are rever'd 
By good men honour'd or by bad men fear'd. 
What tho' but few in thoſe corrupted times 
Of virtues niggard and profuſe of crimes, 
Their country love with that pure hallow'd flame 
That, Patriot, claims thy proſtituted name; 

Vet ſhall thy worth from me meet due regard, 
Nor ſhall thy merit want a fit reward; 
But while to ſuch my warmeſt praiſe I give, | 
All public villains. in my ſong ſhall live; 
This ſhall record their hated names and crimes, 
'As bright inſtruction to the following times; 
To ſpurn thoſe deeds which ſpoil all honeſt fame 
And give their actors o'er to laſting ſhame : 
Infamouſly noted W--d---b---ne | ſhines | 
Among this flock, and even on fraud refines : 
Of all the ills with which this iſle is curſt, 
Juſtly falſe patriots may be deem'd the worſt, 


1 
Who, guardians to the ſtate, by freemen choſe, 
Their truſt betray and prove her bitt'reft foes : 
And quite regardleſs of their country's weal 
Her dear-bought rights expoſe to public fale : 
None once, than him, did ever promiſe more, | 
With louder clamours for their country roar : 
Him have we heard in pleaſing ſtrains diſpenſe 
The various powers of tuneful eloquence : 
Well pleas'd, have oft, in fixt attention hung 


On each melodious accent of that tongue ; 


Which Neſtor like, with honey'd ſweetneſs flow'd, 


And reaſon join'd with harmony beſtow'd : 

Alas ! quite chang d from what he ate of yore, 
In that good cauſe his voice is heard no more; 
Slave to the power of all prevailing gold 

He for ſome paltry bribe his country ſold; 
Baſely employ'd his talents to ſupport 

The ſervile doctrines of a ſervile court; 

Yet thoſe rewards his grov'ling thoughts engage 
Shall not protect him from my ſatire's rage: 
With love of freedom and Britannia fird, 


My ev'ry thought by zeal for them inſpir'd ; 


Stranger 
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Stranger to fear undaunted ill oppoſe 


All who are mine, becauſe my country's foes. 


| Thy merits, N---t---n, next I ſhall rehearſe, 
You well may claim the tribute of a verſe ; 
Equally wanting in both head and heart 5 

Nature to you did but few gifts impart : 

But to ſupply the loſs of theſe ſhe gave 

You that low cunning which completes the K--ve, 
Which in plain common ſenſe can find a fla, 
And comprehend each quibble of the law, 
Which qualifies its votaries to rife 

By ſuch baſe means as honeſt men deſpiſe. 

May we preſume to aſk what merit rare 

To N---t---n gave the ſenatorial chair? 

By ſuch ſubmiſſion he that rank procur'd 
As cannot be by men of ſenſe endur'd ; 

For, at St. James's all preferment flows 

From that le ſource, to it alone he owes 

A ſeat that on him but confers diſgrace 

With no one talent fit to fill the place : 

Unlike to him was O---w, who was bleſt 


With every grace adorns the human breaſt; 


Fraught 
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Fraught with each boon of nature and of art, 


Clear in his head and honeſt in his heart, 


Pleas'd ſenates heard him whilſt in current ſtrong 


Roll'd his impetuous eloquence along; | 
In which ſuch ſtrength of argument appear d 
All with conviction his juſt reaſons heard: 
Thro' life, protector of his country's laws, 

A dauntleſs champion in great freedom's cauſe. 
O N---t---n! vainly we ſhall ſeek to find 
In thee ſuch magnanimity of mind. 


But while with cauſe an Onſlow we admire, 
The ſon wide differs fo his Patriot fire, 
Heir to his fortune he ſucceeds alone, 

Nor of his virtue makes one ray his own : - 
That ardent love for freedom and the laws 
That gain d his father ſuch deſerv'd applauſe, 
In his mean boſom ne'er a place poſſeſt, 

It with a Patriot thought was never bleſt; 


Neer was his breaſt with amor patriæ fir d, 
The nobleſt paſſion ever breaſt inſpir'd ; 


ene e Tee 


Ambition, av'rice, all his thoughts employ, 
4 Callous to ev'ry other ſenſe of joy; 


Penſion and place, ſole objects of his view, 


For them he ev'ry dirty work goes thro' ; 


Conſents each honour of his race to ftain 
For titles worthleſs, or for ſordid gain; 
His ev ry act that folly, vice inſpire Ti 


Proves him unworthy his illuſtrious fire ; 


Nor think that malice here the pencil holds 
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; To public view this portrait which unfolds © 
f | His faults, I ſee with no malignant Eye, 

1 | O----w himſelf the likeneſs can't deny. | 
f Weak tho' my verſe T boaſt impartial lays 1 
(' | And cenſure but when truth forbids to praiſe. 

1 | | Next N--th comes forth in miniſterial ſtate, | 

8 | Whole troops of placemen on his footſteps wait, 4 

| | | | Becauſe on him depends their general! fate. 

it! | This ſervile ciew in all his favours ſhare, 

4 | | Participate his bounty and his care, zh 
While modeſt worth neglected flies the court | 


Of fawning ſycophants the ſole reſort, 


1 


1 
By no ſuperior talents rais'd ſo kigh 
He looks on genius with invidious eye, 
And long well vers'd in ſlavery's abje& ſchool - 
Is Bute's moſt pliant and obſequious tool. 
When the proud Spaniard inſolently dar'd, 


To ſeize our iſles nor Britiſh vengeance fear d, 


(Britons that foremoſt on the liſts of fame 


Climes moſt remote made tremble at their name) 

N--th to the nation juſt revenge refus d; 

Yielded with tameneſs to be thus abus'd : 5 
Nor bravely ventur d in a Brunſwic's reign | 50 
To curb thy arrogance, perfidious. Spain! | 
Not ſo to act Elizabeth was ſeen, 
A King in conduct though in name a Queen; e 283 
She, when a Spaniſh fleet diſturb d her reign, 

Maintain d her empire o'er the ſubject main; | 

Made for his raſh attempt, the Spaniard bleed, 

Whilſt medals * told a woman did the deed. 


All 


r 


Several medals were ſtruck off in honour of Queen Elizabeth, on occaſion of a - 


famous victory, obtained in her reign, by the Engliſh, over the Spaniſh fleet: on 


the medals was engraved this inſcription, Dux fæmina facti. The pride and vanity 
which are the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of the Spaniſh nation, had induced them 
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All hail Elizabeth! whoſe deeds ſhall ſhine 1 4 + 


Een ages hence and grace the regal line: 


Of praiſe deſerv'd; thy virtues have not fail'd 

But o'er the power of time itſelf preyail'd : 

Still do the worthy venerate thy name 

And years revolving but augment thy fame. 5 
Had the baſe tyrants of the Stuart race, 

Who on true royalty reſlect diſgrace, 

Been taught by thee, their ſubjects love alone 

To make the baſis of their ſtedfaſt throne 
Deem d it like thee their. chiefeſt joy to ſee 

A grateful people flouriſhing and fiee.; 8 = 
Conſcious that they their happineſs. beſtow'd, 1A Bs 63 
That from their care the bliſs of millions flow d ; 
Then had not Charles, to end his people's ſtriſe, 
And ſave their n parted with his life ; 

Nor dup'd by doctrines of the jeſuit's ſchool 

James fled from realms that he was born to rule: 
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to beſtow upon their fleet the haughty and pompous appellation of the Invincible 
Armada. T hey were ſoon, however, fatally convinced of their error in giving it that 
title, by the ſhameful and ignominious defeat which they ſuffered from the Eugliſh, 
who were by no means equal to them in number. | 
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Oh! was to monarchs this wiſe leſſon known 


'Their people's intereſt muſt include their own ; 


Were they convinc'd their love was always found | ; 
'The ſtrongeſt chain by which they can be bound; 
That the true glory of a king's to ſee | 

His ſubjects happy, independent, free 

From ſervitude that ills unnumber'd riſe 

No ſolid bliſs unbounded power ſupplies : 

Were theſe great truths by monarchs once confeſt 
And deep engrav'd on every kingly breaſt, 

A zeal for freedom kings would thats ava. 


To ſpeed the intercourſe of man with man. 


I 
Nor madly aim at ee Gray ; . : 
| From that alone ſeek permanent applauſe 2-20 2 | 
; Nor place their joy in trampling on thoſe laws, | 
Firſt fram'd on reaſon's moſt enlighten'd plan | 


| In all the fritter d fopperies of France, 
1 His father's hope, ſee the young Cub“ advance; ; 
| For miniſterial meaſures he declairhs 


With the ſame glorious ſpirit which he games; 
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1 
He "BER his genius meanly to nl 
Gambler and orator at once he'll ſnine, 
White's doughty hero, and St. Stephen, thine. 
Judicious does his every hour divide 
Twirt ſchemes of av rice, vanity, or pride; 
And changing ſtill with faſhion's varying hour 


Is only conſtant as a tool of power. 


From vile corruption all our evils flow 
To it, our num' rous grievances we owe: 
Thro' ev'ry rank the dire coritagion ſpreads - 
To thirſt of wealth all ſuppliant bow their heads; 
And wants, the offspring of luxurious vice 
Which from plain nature never took their riſe, 
To Britiſh breaſts an eaſy entrance find, 
And fill the thoughts of almoſt every mind ; 


Yet this ſage maxim, Britons, deign to hear, 
To wholeſome council lend a lenient ear : 


Virtue and freedom evermore are friends, 


On public virtue freedom ſtill depends; 


Whilſt you your priſtine temperance retain 


All crude attacks of tyranny are vain ; 


1 7 ] 
In vain ſhall tyrants urge their ſtern controul 
That the firm guardian of the intrepid ſoul 
But when, Oh luxury ! thy baleful arts 4 


Quite damp the genuine ardour of their hearts ; 
When low-born wants, to vice alone ally'd, 

Unman their valour and deje& their pride, 

Soon ſhall Britannia's mournful ftory tell 

The ſame ſad fate which Greece and Rome befell ; 
With fruitleſs grief her once fam'd ſons ſhall ſee 
Virtue's the chief ſupport of liberty. 


* 2 * 


Search thro the long records of times remote 
How mightieſt ſtates of moſt diſtinguiſh'd note | 
Their freedom loſt, their annals all declare 

The arts of luxury the fatal ſnare; 

That power deſtructive falſe deſire creates, 


Body and mind alike debilitates: 

Debaſes nations, renders them no more 

What their brave anceſtors have been before; 
Whom no mean joys of luxury could pleaſe R | 
But to their freedom ſacrific'd their eaſe, 


CG | | And 


1 


And by their valour and their wiſdom gain d 


The height of eminence which they attain'd. 
Such Britons your brave gallant fathers were, 
To follow their example be your care; 


Like them let honour all your actions guide, 


O'er all your words let ſacred truth prefide ; 
The glorious rights, for which they durſt engage 
The fierceſt malice of a tyrant's rage, 

Oh! unimpair'd, to your deſcendants give 

Here in full vigour let them always live ; 

In one pure channel uniformly. run 


Tranſmitted down from father unto ſon. 


Ye ſenators! inviolably. juſt, 
Who with fidelity diſcharge your truſt ; 
- You, whom a people's ſpoils do not adorn, 
Who places, penſions generouſly ſcorn, 
And with unſtaind integrity deſpiſe 
| The flaviſh methods by which courtiers riſe, 
In all the majefty of woe array'd, 


See, at your feet, your country kneels for aid : 


. 
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Aſks from your hands ſor comfort to her grief; 


To her big ſorrows miniſter relief: 


Strive by your deeds to mollify thoſe woes 


— 


Which to her own ungrateful ſons ſhe owes ; 
By gentle arts her drooping ſpirits raiſe, 


Your great reward ſhall be a nation's praiſe. 
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